CD11B lymphocytes in type 1 diabetes mellitus of recent onset.
To evaluate the behaviour of CD8+ cells (suppressor/cytotoxic T lymphocytes) and CD8+Leu15+ cells (CD11B, suppressor T lymphocytes) in type 1 diabetes mellitus, 27 newly diagnosed diabetic patients and 47 normal controls were studied. CD8 cells were significantly increased in 6 patients, decreased in 9 and unchanged in 12. In all diabetic patients was present a lack of CD8+ Leu15+ cells. These results show that in newly diagnosed type 1 diabetes mellitus, suppressor T lymphocytes are reduced independently from the number of CD8 cells.